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SESSION 9

Paul - A Jew, for Gentiles =

TRADITIONAL PARADIGM

Before the advent of Christ, humans lived “under law,” but they were
unable to meet its demands. Instead, the law only exacerbated the
problem of sin; it caused the arousal of “sinful passions,” the very
thing the law was supposed to prevent. As a result, the law did not
teach people how to avoid sin; it merely convicted them of their status
as sinners. The law imprisoned them in their own sin and thereby
became a “curse” that would inevitably condemn them to death. With
the arrival of Christ, the age of “the law” has been fulfilled and is
now surpassed by Christ. Christ is the solution to the plight that has
been inflicted upon human beings. Thus, moving forward, the law has
become antiquated and unnecessary. Christ has replaced the Torah.
The new covenant replaces the law given to Moses at Sinai.

NeEw PArAaDIGM

Paul’s experience of the risen Jesus leads him to move up the
apocalyptic clock. Jewish literature of Paul’s day clearly indicates that
resurrection of the dead is something that is associated with the final
judgment and the end of history. Resurrection was envisioned as a
collective experience that marked the end of time and the final
reckoning of the wicked and the righteous, of all nations. Seeing the
resurrected Jesus caused Paul to revise his understanding of the
moment in history of which he was a part. Once he believed the end
of time was much closer than he had previously thought, he
necessarily had to revise his understanding about some other things,
most importantly, the Gentiles. One of the most powerful beliefs
associated with the end times is that all nations — that is, all the
Gentiles — would flock to Zion in recognition of the one, true God,
the God of Israel, renouncing once and for all other gods, and that it
was Israel’s responsibility to go and collect them. In this age, they
were to remain Gentiles, thus Paul’s forbidding of Gentile conversion
(works of the law) into Judaism. Christ atoned for all the sins of the
Gentiles of all history, and they are now to shun their idolatry and
declare their allegiance to God the Father, through Jesus the Son, by
the Power of the Holy Spirit
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VOCABULARY:

RIGHTEOUSNESS
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Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and
Sosthenes our brother. To the church of God which is at
Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ

_______________ by the
_____________ , and Sosthenes our brother. To the church of
God which is at Corinth, to those who have been

Paul, called as an

TRY AGAIN...

But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been
manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even
the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all
those who believe

But now apart from the Lawthe ____________ _______ has
been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,
even the righteousness of God through ________ —

for all those who believe
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My EUGENE PETERSON IMPRESSION - THE MESSAGE =—

The righteousness of God had been made manifest outside of the covenant between God
and Israel, though this righteousness was foretold in the Scriptures. Specifically, this
righteousness has been made manifest through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ and is
available to anyone who demonstrates faithfulness themselves. For ultimately there is no
distinction between people. All have sinned and lack the glory of God intended for
humans. But now all the Gentiles are righteous by the gift of God’s grace. That is to say,
they have redemption through Christ Jesus, whom God presented as a means of
expiation in order to prove his righteousness. In forbearance God held back from
punishing that nations for their accumulated sin, for the sake of demonstrating that now,
at the end of time, he is righteous, proving that he is just and that he justifies those who
have been reborn through their baptism in Jesus.

No one has the right to boast of having the advantage over the other. Were Jews ever
made righteous before God merely by fulfilling the requirements of Torah? Of course
not! Rather it’s been through our trusting in God. For we know that for anyone to be
righteous in God’s sight, that one must be faithful above all else — must trust in God’s
promises — and this is true whether or not the person fulfills the requirements of Torah.
Or does God belong exclusively to the Jews? Isn’t God the God of Gentiles also? Of
course! For God is one. Therefore God justifies Israel because of God’s faithfulness to
the covenant, and God also justifies the Gentiles by means of Jesus’ faithfulness.

Has Jesus’ act of faith rendered the covenant between God and Israel meaningless? God
forbid! On the contrary, we who are members of Israel are fulfilling the prophesies of
Torah by acknowledging God’s redemption of the whole world.

Romans 3:21-30




